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MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COASTAL PLANNING REGION 
 
Population: Approximately 8,500 (SIB, 2022) 
 
Coastal communities and major population centers (highlighted): Seine Bight Village, 
Placencia Village, Maya Beach Community, Riversdale Community, Independence and Mango 
Creek (SIB, 2022). 
 
Cayes:  
CAYES*          CAYES* 

Abigail Caye  Jack’s Caye  
Bakers Rendezvous 
Cayes: 

North Caye 
Lagoon Cayes: 

Northern Caye 
South Caye Southern Caye 

Booby Caye  Lark Caye  

Bugle Cayes: 
East Caye Lark Caye Range  
West Caye Laughing Bird Caye  

Buttonwood Caye  Lazy Caye  

Cary Caye: 
North Little Harvest Caye  
South Little Monkey Caye  

Channel Caye: 
 

North Little Morris Caye  
South Little Water Caye  

Colson Caye  Loggerhead Caye  
Crawl Caye Dredge 
Caye  Long Coco Caye  

Elbow (Saddle) Caye  Moho (Trapp’s) Caye  
False Caye  Morris (Owen) Caye  

Funk Cayes: 
Eastern Caye Mosquito Caye  
Western Caye Norval (Bread and Butter) Caye  

Gladden Cayes: 
Western Caye 

Palmetto Caye: 
Eastern Caye 

Great Monkey Caye 
(Long Caye) Western Caye 

Harvest Caye: 
East Caye 

Pelican Caye: 
Faux Caye 

West Caye Big East Caye 
Hatchet Caye  Cat Caye 
Ivan Caye 
  Placencia Caye  

* Please note that there might be inconsistencies in naming of cayes among sources. A collaboration with the 
Saltwater Caye Marine Reserve was proposed to update the caye names. A representative from the Smart Coasts 
project offered to share community reports containing more accurate data with CZMAI. 

Area: Approximately 2312 km2 (Aquatic: 2141 km2, Continental: 159 km2, Cayes: 12 km2) 
 
Ecosystems: Seagrass beds, Coral reefs, Mangroves 
 
Major Sources of Income: Tourism and hospitality, Commercial Fishing, Sport Fishing, 
Agriculture, Aquaculture 
 
Main topics: Tourism, Beach Management, Fishing, Marine Transportation, Marine Dredging 
and Mining, Land Use and Development, Coastal Agriculture, Coastal Aquaculture, Disaster Risk 
Management. 
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 INTRODUCTION TO THE REGIONAL GUIDELINES 

The management of the South Central Region´s coastal zone should follow the 
recommendations and action lines proposed in the National Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management (ICZM) Plan, the updated Sustainable Tourism Master Plan, and be linked to the 
goals and aspirations of the local community, including the numerous initiatives promoted by 
local and national stakeholders such as the Placencia Sustainable Tourism Development Plan or 
the Peninsula 2020 Initiative. 

This Regional Guideline has been developed to: 

− Present updated information on Habitat Risk Assessment (HRA), a useful tool for assessing 
potential impacts and informing environmental conservation decision-making. 

− Present updated information on the disaster risk profile to contribute to a more resilient 
development of the coastal zone. 

− Summarize the key issues and challenges of the region, by identifying the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT analysis) highlighted in previous studies, 
ongoing initiatives and collecting feedback from the Coastal Advisory Committee (CAC). 

− Formulate a set of recommendations to be developed in the region, in collaboration with 
local committees and stakeholders. 

− Provide information on sectoral recommendations for development standards. 

To this end, this document is structured in the following sections: 

− Section 1. South Central Region: presents information on ecosystem services and HRA, 
disaster risk and SWOT analysis. 

− Section 2. ICZM recommendations: this section presents the key issues identified, 
combining literature review and stakeholder consultations, and informs the formulation 
of a set of recommendations and actions, supported by a four-year implementation, 
monitoring, and evaluation plan. 

− Appendix: including (i) recommendations for community and caye development, as 
outlined in the Interim National Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan: 2020-2025, 
align with the National Guidelines for the Subdivision and Consolidation of Land from the 
Lands Department; and (ii) recommendations from the National Sustainable Tourism 
Master Plan, updated in 2023. 

The information presented in this document was intended to be prepared using a combination 
of technical and participatory approaches. The technical process included the application of the 
Habitat Risk Assessment model and the review of previous ICZM Plans and of existing studies in 
the area of Placencia, including, among others: Nature-Based Solutions Workshop & Ground 
truthing Activities Report (Delevaux et al., 2024) under the Strong Coasts Project, the Peninsula 
2020 Initiative (Placencia BTIA, WWF, 2011) and the Sustainable Tourism Development Plan.  

The CZMAI disseminated invitations to the Coastal Advisory Committee (CAC) for the South-
Central Region on March 25, 2025.  The objective of the meeting was to provide an update on 
the process for the updating of the Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Guidelines for this region 
and to review and obtain feedback on the proposed key issues and recommendations.  
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However, only a limited number of participants attended the meeting on March 25, 2025 in 
Placencia Village.  The local stakeholders expressed frustration with inadequate enforcement in 
the coastal and marine environment and provided their feedback on specific concerns and issues 
affecting Placencia such as illegal dredging and mangrove clearance.  

As a result, further consultations with key stakeholders will be required to validate and finalize 
mutually agreeable recommendations during the public inspection period. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Meeting with local stakeholders (Placencia, March 25, 2025). 
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 THE SOUTH CENTRAL PLANNING REGION  

 ECOSYSTEM SERVICES AND HABITAT RISK ASSESSMENT 

In the South Central Region coral reefs are at medium (43%) and high (57%) risk in similar 
proportions (Figure 2, Table 1). The main stressors affecting this habitat are marine 
transportation, recreation, fishing, infrastructure development and agriculture runoff. Most of 
the mangroves are at medium risk (48%), although a significant proportion is also at high risk 
(43%) and a small proportion at low risk (9%). In this case, the main stressors are agricultural 
runoff, infrastructure development and dredging. Finally, seagrass beds are mostly at medium 
risk (74%). The areas at high risk (26%) are affected by agricultural runoff, infrastructure 
development, recreation, transportation, and, more localized, by dredging and fishing. 

 
Figure 2. Coral Reef, mangroves and seagrass beds classified as high, medium and low risk for current human 

activity (2025) in South Central Region. 

Table 1. Habitat Risk Assessment InVEST model outputs for South Central Region. 

Habitat No risk (km2) Low Risk (km2) Medium Risk 
(km2) High Risk (km2) 

Coral Reefs 0 0 405 307.5 

Mangroves 0 12.25 65.75 59 

Seagrass 0 0 935.25 328.25 

 

 DISASTER RISK AND CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION  

South Central Planning Region faces multiple hazards and risks related to coastal dynamics and 
climate change. Most critical threats faced in the CPR are tropical cyclone winds, earthquakes, 
floods and storm surges, with 100%, 41.2%, 30.4% and 27.1% of the population and capital 
exposed to each hazard, respectively (Pacific Disaster Center, 2021). Most of those impacted 
populations and infrastructures are likely to be located in great proximity to coastal areas. Flood 
mapping related to tropical cyclones indicates that the South Central Region experiences 
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minimal impacts, with Placencia and Seine Bight being the most affected area. Under current 
conditions, flood heights of 1.6 m occur only during extreme 500-year return period events, with 
little to no impact from more frequent storms. However, under a pessimistic climate scenario 
(IPCC AR5 RCP8.5 by 2050, resulting in a sea level rise of 0.275m), the entire coast of the CPR is 
affected by flood heights reaching up to 2.5 m in some areas (Martínez et al., 2022). 

Coastal erosion is another critical concern, but mangroves play a key role in mitigating its effects 
by providing a natural shield for these areas. According to Martínez et al. (2022), Belize’s 
mangroves significantly reduce erosion caused by tropical cyclones, maintaining shoreline 
retreat in Placencia and Riversdale below 0.12 m under both current and pessimistic scenarios. 
However, in sandy coastal areas like Maya Beach, shoreline erosion (without considering beach 
resilience, i.e., the ability of a beach to recover naturally from erosion caused by storms or 
climate change effects) is projected to reach up to 1.9 and 2.5 m for 50 and 100-year storms, 
respectively under current conditions. Under a pessimistic scenario, the retreats for the same 
return periods reach 2.8 and 3.5 m, respectively. Scouring around hard structures is also 
important in Placencia, where scours for very high return periods (500 years) reach up to 0.35 
m under current conditions and 0.64 m for the worst-case scenario. 

The region’s vulnerability is primarily driven by population pressures and economic constraints. 
Additionally, governance and the economy rank among the lowest sectors in terms of coping 
capacity. Nevertheless, the South Northern Planning Region’s resilience is relatively high 
compared to other Coastal Planning Regions (CPRs), leading to medium multi-hazard risks, 
mainly composed of earthquakes, storm surges and tropical cyclone winds (Pacific Disaster 
Center, 2021). 

 SWOT ANALYSIS 

The following section presents a SWOT analysis of the CPR, identifying elements or processes 
that need to be improved or strengthened (Weaknesses), mitigated (Threats), maintained 
(Strengths), and leveraged (Opportunities), which in turn help define coastal management 
objectives and recommendations. This analysis results from a careful assessment, including a 
review of existing studies of the coastal area available (listed in the introductory section) and 
the analysis of previous ICZM Plans, together with the review of sectoral policies and plans. 

Strengths: 

• The region’s rich biodiversity, including mangroves and coral reefs, provides a strong 
base for eco/sustainable tourism, fishing, sport-fishing and aquaculture. 

• Attractive beaches, a popular and well-known destination for national tourists. 
• Ongoing community initiatives such as coral reef restoration through Fragments of Hope 

(FoH). 
• Organised groups such as the Placencia Citizens for Sustainable Development to address 

coastal challenges.  
• Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), such as Laughing Bird Caye National Park and Gladden 

Spit and Silk Cayes Marine Reserve. 
• Local and historical knowledge about the status of coastal ecosystems and other flora 

and fauna and the importance of MPAs.  
• Good working relationship between the communities and Southern Environmental 

Association (SEA). 
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• Close proximity to high quality sport and commercial fishing sites, which can be used as 
support employment and help with food security. 

• Active groups, NGOs and associations in the area, such as SEA, Belize Women’s Seaweed 
Farmers Association, or Placencia Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, 
Humana People to People Belize, Fragments of Hope (FoH), among others. 

• Available online information (e.g., SEA website). 
 

Weaknesses: 

• Lack of livelihood diversification, reducing opportunities and increasing economic 
dependence on a few sectors, mainly tourism and fishing, makes the region vulnerable 
to global market changes or environmental disruptions. 

• Insufficient monitoring and enforcement of regulations, unsustainable development 
and degradation of sensitive ecosystems. 

• Frustration of local stakeholders regarding participatory processes for coastal 
management and decision making. 

• Frustration of local stakeholders with respect to the performance of national agencies 
in carrying out their responsibilities and the lack of coordination between them 

• Displacement of local communities and traditional activities due to tourism 
development. 

• Existing conflicts with access to some beach areas between private land owners and 
community members.  

• Improper waste 
disposal. Instances of 
solid waste being 
dumped into the 
Placencia lagoon 
occur frequently. 
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Figure 3. Mangroves with human activities. Stakeholder mapping. Source: Delevaux et al., 2024. 

 
Opportunities: 

• Increased cooperation and collaboration between Village Councils, community groups 
and national agencies.  

• Expanding small-scale, locally-owned tourism enterprises can strengthen the economy, 
creating jobs for local residents, while protecting the environment. 

• Expanding opportunities for women and youth and other vulnerable groups to 
participate in sustainable supplemental livelihood opportunities.  

• Developing and expanding sustainable seaweed mariculture and linking fishing activities 
to tourism can provide diversified income opportunities for local communities, 
improving food security. 

• Increased attention to the restoration of critical habitats such as mangroves and coral 
reefs, using nature-based solutions. 

• Stricter fishing regulations and increased enforcement can enhance biodiversity and 
support sustainable livelihoods 

• Implementing best practices for agriculture and aquaculture can mitigate nutrient 
leaching, protect water quality, and reduce the negative impact of farming and 
aquaculture on coastal ecosystems. 

• Enhancing the restoration and protection of natural coastal defences like mangroves, 
coral reefs, and seagrass beds can help buffer communities from the impacts of climate 
change, such as storm surges, coastal erosion, and rising sea levels. These ecosystems 
not only protect livelihoods but also contribute to biodiversity conservation, offering 
long-term sustainability for both the environment and local communities. 

• The Placencia Tourism Development Plan. 
• Training activities for tour guides and Boat Captains on coral reef restoration conducted 

by Fragments of Hope (FoH). 
 

Threats: 

• Possible loss of biodiversity and disruption of fragile coastal ecosystems due to rapid 
expansion of tourism infrastructure, particularly large-scale resorts and real estate 
projects. 

• Increased erosion due to rapid expansion of tourism infrastructure, particularly large-
scale resorts and real estate projects. 

• Increased rates of coastal erosion and shoreline retreat due to the construction of 
coastal infrastructures such as groynes and breakwaters (without the adequate studies 
on coastal dynamics). 

• Loss of beach access for local communities, recreational purposes and traditional use. 
• Conflicts with private island owners and fisher folk accessing sea space near these 

privately owned islands.  
• Continued illegal and unsustainable fishing practices, if not effectively addressed, could 

lead to declining fish stocks and disrupt local fishing industries. 
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• Rising sea levels, more frequent storms, and increased erosion could worsen existing 
environmental issues and put both tourism and fisheries at risk. 

• Possible loss of marine ecosystems, disruption of fisheries and increased coastal erosion 
due to the unregulated dredging and sand mining activities causing turbidity and 
sedimentation. 

• Increase of illegal over the water structures in the Placencia peninsula causing coastal 
erosion. 

• Existing transboundary issues with illegal vessels entering Belize’s water and poaching 
marine wildlife. This is a key source of unregulated and illegal fishing.  

• Development pressures, such as resort construction, dredging on habitats and removal 
of mangroves, conflict with conservation efforts, threatening important ecosystems like 
mangroves and coral reefs. 
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 ICZM RECOMMENDATIONS 

 KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Table 2. Key issues and recommendations. ID refers to the code of each recommendation. S refers to the scale 

implementation of each recommendation: National (N), Local (L). 
TOPIC KEY ISSUES ID RECOMMENDATIONS S* 

Tourism 

Rapid increase in demand 
for tourism development R1 

Promote low-scale, ‘boutique’ tourism that 
integrates local communities and 
minimizes environmental impact, 
benefiting local economies and avoiding 
‘mega’ resorts. 

L 

Increased condominium 
investments R2 

Promote resorts over condominiums, as 
greater job and advancement 
opportunities are made available.  

L 

Unregulated tourism 
activities impacting 
sensitive habitats 

R3 

Align tourism development with 
recommendations from the NSTMP for 
sustainable growth. Integrate carrying 
capacity into land-use planning and zoning 
regulations to prevent overuse of critical 
habitats. 

N/L 

Beach 
management 

Increased erosion, 
artificial beach creation 
and caye expansion  

R4 Prohibit unauthorized sand deposition for 
artificial beach and caye creation.  N/L 

R5 
Promote natural beach nourishment 
techniques and shoreline stabilization 
through ecosystem-based approaches. 

 

R6 

Conduct technical studies based on the 
assessment of coastal dynamics to identify 
adequate areas for sand removal and 
disposal  

 

Fishing 

Habitat destruction 
affecting fish nursery 
areas, including 
mangroves and seagrass 
beds 

R7 

Strengthen zoning protections for 
spawning grounds, traditional fishing areas 
and critical fish habitats. Implement 
community-led mangrove conservation 
initiatives, along with awareness 
campaigns on their importance for fish 
nursery habitats. 

L 

Economic vulnerability 
due to reliance on 
fisheries 

R8 

Support sustainable mariculture and 
diversify income opportunities by linking 
fisheries with tourism. 

Develop alternative livelihoods and 
training programs for fisherfolk. 

L 

Inadequate enforcement 
against illegal fishing 
activities 

R9 

Strengthen enforcement of the Belize 
Fisheries Act and its regulations, including 
monitoring foreign fishing, closed seasons, 
and size limits. Increase training for 
enforcement officers, impose harsher 
penalties for non-compliance, and conduct 
regular patrols, including night operations, 

N/L 
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to curb illegal activities and fishing from 
non-registered fishermen. 

Marine 
Transportation 

Increased boat traffic 
(cruise vessels, cargo 
ships, water taxi, and 
leisure vessels) leading to 
habitat damage 

R10 

Develop and enforce vessel traffic 
regulations to control high-speed boating, 
prevent anchor damage, and minimize 
marine habitat destruction. Follow Marine 
Spatial Planning policies.  

N/L 

Marine 
Dredging & 

Mining 

Rising demand for 
dredging and dredge 
spoils due to increased 
development leading to 
loss of biodiversity and 
turbidity 

R11 

Discourage dredging except when 
absolutely necessary (e.g., for land 
rehabilitation or access channels 
maintenance) and ensure the DOE’s 
clearance. Promote habitat restoration and 
encourage development on high-elevation 
land to reduce dredging needs. 

N/L 

Land Use & 
Development 

Development 
encroachments within 
the 66 ft. buffer reserve 

R12 
Strictly enforce the preservation of the 
buffer reserve to maintain public shoreline 
access. 

L 

Lack of awareness among 
developers and real 
estate agents regarding 
environmental 
regulations 

R13 Provide information and training on 
sustainable land development practices. L 

Loss of mangroves and 
increased shoreline 
erosion due to 
uncontrolled coastal 
development 

R14 

Promote soft coastal defences like 
mangrove restoration while limiting hard 
structures, enforcing Coastal Zone 
Management Authority and Institute 
CZMAI guidelines, and requiring strict 
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs). 

L 

Uncontrolled coastal 
development impacting 
ecosystems 

R15 

Enforce stricter permitting processes, 
requiring detailed EIA and sustainability 
criteria before approval to ensure 
ecosystem protection. 

Empower CZMAI with enforcement 
authority. 

N/L 

Seawall construction and 
beach replenishment 
projects without proper 
assessments 

R16 

Require comprehensive assessments by 
relevant agencies before project approval. 
Increase resources for compliance 
enforcement. 

N/L 

Improper waste disposal R17 

Increased enforcement and better waste 
management practices, including 
promotion of strategies for behavioural 
changes and development/promotion of 
anti-littering campaign. 

L 

Coastal 
Agriculture & 
Aquaculture 

Nutrient leaching and 
environmental 
degradation  

R18 

Implement best practices and adopt 
Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
Guidelines for sustainable operations. 
Provide financial incentives for farmers and 
aquaculture operators adopting eco-
friendly practices. Implement monitoring 

N/L 
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and compliance mechanisms for 
aquaculture facilities. 

DRM 

Rising sea levels, 
increased storm 
intensity, and coral 
bleaching threatening 
ecosystem resilience and 
human lives  

R19 

Develop and implement climate adaptation 
strategies, such as nature-based coastal 
protection, coral reef restoration projects, 
and managed retreat policies to reduce 
long-term environmental risks. Restrict 
new constructions in flood-prone areas and 
enhance research initiatives and awareness 
campaigns.  

N 

Unplanned coastal 
development, including 
pier construction and 
mangrove removal, is 
accelerating beach 
erosion and 
sedimentation, 
increasing vulnerability 
to climate change 
impacts. 

R20 

Conduct an assessment of the cumulative 
impacts of coastal structures (e.g., piers, 
seawalls to guide future development and 
inform regulatory updates. 

N 

R21 

Establish a national beach erosion 
monitoring program to systematically track 
shoreline changes and inform climate 
adaptation and disaster risk planning. 

N 

Governance 

Low awareness about 
which authority is 
responsible for 
addressing specific 
environmental problems 

R22 
Develop user-friendly dissemination 
materials, including laws, guidelines, 
science briefing, etc. 
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 APPENDIX 

The sectoral recommendations for development standards in terrestrial zones and cayes, as 
outlined in the Interim National Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan: 2020-2025, align 
with the National Guidelines for the Subdivision and Consolidation of Land from the Lands 
Department. The following sections present these recommendations in detail. 

 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COMMUNITY AND CAYE DEVELOPMENT 
Table 3. Recommended tourism development for major population centers in the South Central Planning Region 

COMMUNITY RECOMMENDED TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

Placencia Village Low impact tourism 

Seine Bight Village Low impact cultural tourism 

Riversdale Community Low density tourism 

Maya Beach Community Low density tourism 
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 NSTMP RECOMMENDATIONS 

The National Sustainable Tourism Master Plan, updated in 2023, provides an overarching 
tourism policy and strategic planning instrument. It spans a 20-year period (2010-2030) and 
highlights 8 contemporary themes regarding tourism. The following themes and actions are 
established for the South Central Planning Region: 

Urban Settlement & Management 
1.1   Achieve carefully managed and sequential urban growth and/or tourism development of 

cities, towns and tourism centres. 
1.2   Better control new tourism development within towns in visually sensitive locations. 
1.3    Address traffic congestion and pedestrian comfort and amenity in tourism destinations. 
1.4   Improve reticulated utilities, services and infrastructure in urban and tourism growth 

areas. 
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1.5   Enhance provision of and access to public space, parklands and natural experiences in 
urban precincts. 

1.6   Enhance the resilience of established urban settlements in vulnerable (low lying, coastal 
or floodplain) locations. 

1.7   Ensure the (real and perceived) safety and security of all visitors (at day and night) in 
tourism towns is prioritised. 

1.9   Protect the important peri-urban fringe from development encroachment where 
agricultural and/or environmental conditions occur. 

Coastal Conditions & Resilience 
2.1   Designate, protect and strengthen existing coastal/lagoon mangrove forests (and 

rehabilitate where required).  
2.2   Identify and showcase locations for mangrove forest restoration for ecological and coastal 

fringe resilience.  
2.3   Better understand the influence of climate change and sea level variation in coastal and 

lagoon settings (forecast mapping).  
2.4   Support revegetation and enhancement of the coastal and lagoon edges through 

contiguous linear land planning.  
2.5   Ensure development is well setback from the coastline/lagoon edge to avoid visual 

intrusion and potential harm from encroachment.  
2.6   Encourage uninterrupted public accessibility to beachfronts and the coastal/lagoon fringe 

for improved tourism amenity and activation. 
2.7   Minimize the intervention of structures (jetties, groins and other projections) into coastal 

or lagoon flats. 
2.8   Manage and monitor water quality (and waste management) in the coastal threshold and 

associated lagoons.  
2.9   Improve the control and regulation of nautical recreation in the coastal and lagoon areas. 
Marine, Reef and Caye Condition 
3.1   Designate, protect and strengthen the UNESCO reef system and employ practices that 

minimize harm of tourism intervention/contact. 
3.2   Undertake research and monitoring to better measure the impact of climate and water 

temperature change of reef systems. 
3.3   Policing of illegal fishing and related behaviours that compromise reef & biosphere 

conditions. 
3.4   Acknowledge the critical role of caye and reef management by NGO and seek a 

coordinated approach to tourism practices. 
3.6   Better management of recreation air & boat traffic in and around the reef and cayes. 
3.8   Recognise the delicate environmental condition of cayes and establish common 

development regulations. 
3.9   Review farming, aquacultureand other land use impacts and explore sustainable 

aquaculture. 
3.10  Promote and educate tourism industry (and visitors) on sensitivity of reef and biosphere 

conditions. 
National Parks and Protected Areas (Terrestrial Areas) 
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4.2   Improve visitor access (roads or alternative river, lagoon, or sea craft) to national parks 
and protected areas for greater convenience.  

4.3   Strengthen and unify national park and protected area management and tourism services 
(i.e. VIS/branding). 

4.4   Develop hierarchy of national park and protected area status – as 
Protected/Passive/Active. 

4.5   Highlight opportunities for Adventure Tourism (for multiple day guided visits to mountain 
peaks, ridges and passes). 

4.6   Avoid erosion of national park and protected areas environmental or ecological values 
through incursion by development. 

Cultural Attractions and Archaeological Sites 
5.6   Grow visitor awareness/education of other living cultures across regions with 

opportunities to share traditional practices.  
Trunk Infrastructure and Connectivity -Accessibility 
6.2   Evaluate the efficacy of all key routes to support egress under inundation threat and 

explore raised road strategies as required. 
6.4   Advance new connecting main and local road linkages to destinations and ‘circuits’ 

enabling alternative access (for tourism and resilience). 
6.5   Aim to increase potable water storage and sewage treatment in tourism destinations, 

including new sustainable systems. 
6.6   Develop funding models (such as tourism development contributions) to improve 

investment and maintenance of infrastructure. 
6.8   Enhance international-domestic shuttle services and frequency of access to regional 

destinations- assess the future role for the Municipal Airport and new suprastructures. 
6.9   Expand the capability and service of National Information & Technology (Internet) to 

support wider tourism market and aid communications, emergency management, and 
climate threats. 

Regional Linkages and Frontier Interfaces 
7.1  Enhance regional tourism connections to cayes and interior through improved 

public/private transit– unlocking potential market growth. 
7.2  Work with neighbouring countries to develop international tourism links and fluid cross-

border road, sea, and air connections.  
7.3  Consider growing international connections in the southern region to enable improved 

links to Guatemala and Honduras (air and sea). 
7.5  Develop new products based on regional road/trail ‘circuits’ which connect destinations 

for visitors to stay longer/spend more. 
7.6  Encourage sensitively sited and designed marina facilities at coastal nodes only for 

regional nautical recreation and aquaculture tourism. 
Tourism Governance Management and Marketing 
8.1   Adopt the Spatial Tourism Framework as a national network of hubs, nodes, and corridors 

to aid decision-making on planning and investment. 
8.4   Avoid the privatization of cayes, islands, and beachfronts, and compulsorily acquire or buy 

back vulnerable land where possible.  
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8.6   Promote the use of clean energy and sustainable land and management for tourism 
development and services. 

8.8   Build capacity within the education sector to deliver decentralized tourism training that can 
engender improved local jobs and services such as tourism training academy. 

8.9   Increase capacity of local tourism authorities to manage operator compliance (noise, 
behaviour, waste). 

8.10  Lead a national program for tourism resilience preparedness with focus on hubs, nodes, 
and corridors. 

8.12  Tighten Environmental Effect Statement and like assessment procedures to ensure 
prioritisation of natural values and climate change issues. 

8.13  Establish relationships between government and universities to grow GIS capability in 
support of resilient tourism development. 

8.14  Restore tourism standards program to benchmark with other regions (i.e. ASEAN) and 
promote information technologies. 
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